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From: Manzanilla, Enrique
To: Solomon, Gina@EPA
Cc: Petersen, Brian@EPA; Lyons, John; CHENG, CHRISTINA
Subject: RE: Del Amo/Montrose Site
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 11:54:21 AM


Hi Gina:


Happy to brief you and your colleagues.  I just got briefed yesterday and I believe John has touched base with the
 Regional Board on this issue. 


We are preparing our response to Cynthia B. about her concerns and request for a delay in system start up.   We will
 loop you in on that response.


As far as the 10th, that's a bad for us.  We're in a management retreat the whole day and then John and I are taking
 off to Sunnyvale for a community meeting on our vapor intrusion work that we're doing at the sites we took back
 from the Board last summer.  I will ask my assistant, Christina Cheng, to work with Brian on scheduling.  We
 should probably try to do it before the 10th.


-----Original Message-----
From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov]
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:06 AM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: Del Amo/Montrose Site


Hi Enrique,
I'm hoping to schedule a meeting with you and whoever in your team is working on the groundwater clean-up at this
 site. We are interested in learning a bit more due to some community concerns that have come to our attention
 related to a specific chemical at the site, pCBSA. Would someone from your staff be able to brief us on this issue?
Participants from our end would include Fran and Tam from the SWRCB, myself, and Sam Unger. We might also
 invite someone from our drinking water program and from DTSC.
Tam and I will be in the Bay Area on December 10th. Is there any chance that we could schedule the meeting for
 that day?
I'm including my assistant, Brian Petersen, on this email, and he can help with the scheduling.
Thanks!
-Gina


Gina M. Solomon, M.D., M.P.H.
Deputy Secretary for Science and Health
Office of the Secretary
California Environmental Protection Agency
1001 I Street, Box 2815
Sacramento, CA 95812
Phone: 916-324-8735
Fax: 916-319-7708
gina.solomon@calepa.ca.gov


Brian Petersen, Executive Assistant
Phone: (916) 324-2568
Brian.Petersen@calepa.ca.gov
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From: Manzanilla, Enrique
To: Solomon, Gina@EPA; Cope, Grant@EPA
Cc: Lyons, John
Subject: RE: Draft Agenda for Tues Cal EPA/SWRCB Mtg
Date: Monday, December 08, 2014 12:40:57 PM


Hey Gina:
 
No worries.  We plan on covering both items.
 
It would be great if you’re here in person.  Frankly, this is the type of meeting that would benefit
 from an in person meeting rather than a call.  But we’ll make it work.
 
Enrique
 


From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 12:37 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Cope, Grant@EPA
Cc: Lyons, John
Subject: RE: Draft Agenda for Tues Cal EPA/SWRCB Mtg
 
Hi Enrique,
This agenda looks good. Two specific things that I’d like to get to include: What is being done to
 assure that nearby drinking water wells are not impacted? (this probably fits under item I), and what
 are the actual capabilities of the installed treatment technology for removing pCBSA? (does this fit
 under item III?)
Also, I’m trying to figure out my schedule for tomorrow, and whether I can be there in person. I
 should know later this afternoon.
Thanks!
-Gina
 


From: Manzanilla, Enrique [mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 3:55 PM
To: Cope, Grant@EPA
Cc: Lyons, John; Solomon, Gina@EPA
Subject: FW: Draft Agenda for Tues Cal EPA/SWRCB Mtg
 
Hey Grant:
 
Let me and John if you and/or Gina have any suggestions for the attached draft agenda for our
 call/meeting next week regarding Montrose.
 
Have a good weekend.
 
Enrique
 


From: Manzanilla, Enrique 



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0482B3CC383348B887A1800BC40C0A72-EMANZANI

mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov

mailto:Grant.Cope@calepa.ca.gov

mailto:Lyons.John@epa.gov

mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov





Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 3:53 PM
To: 'Solomon, Gina@EPA'
Cc: JOHN LYONS (Lyons.John@epa.gov)
Subject: FW: Draft Agenda for Tues Cal EPA/SWRCB Mtg
 
Hey there
 
Let me know if this captures the flow of the meeting.  Suggestions are welcome.  We should try to
 keep enough time for discussion.
 


From: Lyons, John 
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 3:50 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Barton, Dana
Subject: Draft Agenda for Tues Cal EPA/SWRCB Mtg
 
Per our discussion, here is the proposed agenda.
Have a good weekend,
John
 
 
John Lyons
Acting Assistant Director
Site Cleanup Branch
Superfund Division, Region 9
(415) 972-3889
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From: Jolish, Taly
To: Minor, Dustin
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA
Date: Friday, February 20, 2015 12:51:06 PM


Thanks, Dusty.  I was on the bcc, too.
 


From: Minor, Dustin 
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 12:48 PM
To: Jolish, Taly
Subject: Fwd: Montrose pCBSA
 
FYI


Dustin Minor, Branch Chief
Hazardous Waste Branch
Office of Regional Counsel
EPA Region 9
415-972-3888
 
Sent from my iPhone


Begin forwarded message:


From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>
Date: February 20, 2015 at 12:23:58 PM PST
To: "Solomon, Gina@EPA" <Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov>, "Lyons, John"
 <Lyons.John@epa.gov>, "Petersen, Brian@EPA" <Brian.Petersen@calepa.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA


If it’s just calling into your office I think we’re fine with no conference line.  John will be with me. 
 And that’s all on our end.
 


From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Lyons, John; Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA
 
9:30 works for me. Do we need a conference line? If so, Brian can send one around.
-Gina


"Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote:
Hello Gina:


Does 9:30 AM on Tuesday work for you?  It does for me and John.  We could also to 10:00 AM as well.


Enrique
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-----Original Message-----
From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 9:29 PM
To: Lyons, John
Cc: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA


Hi John,
Yes, it would be good to check in. Grant and I had a very nice little meeting this afternoon with attorneys and
 lobbyists for Montrose.
Monday my only window is from 11-12; Tuesday morning is wide open, as is Tuesday afternoon from 3:30-5:00.
 Wednesday works from 11-2.
Let me know what can work for both of you.
Best wishes
-Gina
________________________________________
From: Lyons, John [Lyons.John@epa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 5:51 PM
To: Solomon, Gina@EPA
Cc: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Montrose pCBSA


Hi Gina


I'd like to have a brief call with you early next week following up our larger group call last Friday.  Let me know if
 your schedule has room for a 15 minute call Monday, Tues or Wed.  I will try to include Enrique as well.
Thanks
John


John Lyons
Acting Assistant Director
Site Cleanup Branch
Superfund Division, Region 9
(415) 972-3889
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From: Manzanilla, Enrique
To: Solomon, Gina@EPA; Lyons, John; Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA
Date: Friday, February 20, 2015 12:24:02 PM


If it’s just calling into your office I think we’re fine with no conference line.  John will be with me. 
 And that’s all on our end.
 


From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Lyons, John; Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA
 
9:30 works for me. Do we need a conference line? If so, Brian can send one around.
-Gina


"Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote:
Hello Gina:


Does 9:30 AM on Tuesday work for you?  It does for me and John.  We could also to 10:00 AM as well.


Enrique


-----Original Message-----
From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 9:29 PM
To: Lyons, John
Cc: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA


Hi John,
Yes, it would be good to check in. Grant and I had a very nice little meeting this afternoon with attorneys and
 lobbyists for Montrose.
Monday my only window is from 11-12; Tuesday morning is wide open, as is Tuesday afternoon from 3:30-5:00.
 Wednesday works from 11-2.
Let me know what can work for both of you.
Best wishes
-Gina
________________________________________
From: Lyons, John [Lyons.John@epa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 5:51 PM
To: Solomon, Gina@EPA
Cc: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Montrose pCBSA


Hi Gina


I'd like to have a brief call with you early next week following up our larger group call last Friday.  Let me know if
 your schedule has room for a 15 minute call Monday, Tues or Wed.  I will try to include Enrique as well.
Thanks
John
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John Lyons
Acting Assistant Director
Site Cleanup Branch
Superfund Division, Region 9
(415) 972-3889








From: Manzanilla, Enrique
To: Petersen, Brian@EPA
Cc: Solomon, Gina@EPA; Lyons, John
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA
Date: Friday, February 20, 2015 1:46:24 PM


Thanks Brian.  We’ll call Gina.
 
Did you mean to extend the invite to John Scandura at DTSC or  was that an auto address mistake? 
 
 
 


From: Petersen, Brian@EPA [mailto:Brian.Petersen@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 1:33 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Solomon, Gina@EPA; Scandura, John@DTSC
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA
 
Hi Enrique,
 
Gina will be in Sacramento on Tuesday, February 24.  Her direct line is (916) 324-5010. 
 
And, I have put the call on her calendar for 9:30 a.m.
 
Thank you,
 
Brian Petersen | 916.324.2568
 


From: Manzanilla, Enrique [mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 12:24 PM
To: Solomon, Gina@EPA; Lyons, John; Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA
 
If it’s just calling into your office I think we’re fine with no conference line.  John will be with me. 
 And that’s all on our end.
 


From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Lyons, John; Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA
 
9:30 works for me. Do we need a conference line? If so, Brian can send one around.
-Gina


"Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote:
Hello Gina:


Does 9:30 AM on Tuesday work for you?  It does for me and John.  We could also to 10:00 AM as well.
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Enrique


-----Original Message-----
From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 9:29 PM
To: Lyons, John
Cc: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: RE: Montrose pCBSA


Hi John,
Yes, it would be good to check in. Grant and I had a very nice little meeting this afternoon with attorneys and
 lobbyists for Montrose.
Monday my only window is from 11-12; Tuesday morning is wide open, as is Tuesday afternoon from 3:30-5:00.
 Wednesday works from 11-2.
Let me know what can work for both of you.
Best wishes
-Gina
________________________________________
From: Lyons, John [Lyons.John@epa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 5:51 PM
To: Solomon, Gina@EPA
Cc: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Montrose pCBSA


Hi Gina


I'd like to have a brief call with you early next week following up our larger group call last Friday.  Let me know if
 your schedule has room for a 15 minute call Monday, Tues or Wed.  I will try to include Enrique as well.
Thanks
John


John Lyons
Acting Assistant Director
Site Cleanup Branch
Superfund Division, Region 9
(415) 972-3889
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From: Minor, Dustin
To: Jolish, Taly
Subject: Accepted: Montrose GW Treatment System & pCBSA
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From: Minor, Dustin
To: Jolish, Taly
Subject: Accepted: pCBSA and Montrose groundwater
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From: Lyons, John
To: Minor, Dustin; Jolish, Taly; Barton, Dana; Wetmore, Cynthia
Subject: FW: Del Amo/Montrose Site
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 6:00:13 PM


 
 
From: CHENG, CHRISTINA 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 5:24 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Lyons, John
Subject: FW: Del Amo/Montrose Site
 
 
FYI…
 


From: Petersen, Brian@EPA [mailto:Brian.Petersen@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 5:09 PM
To: CHENG, CHRISTINA
Subject: RE: Del Amo/Montrose Site
 
Attendees:
 
Gina Solomon
Frances Spivy-Weber
Tam Doduc
Samuel Unger
Grant Cope
 
Brian Petersen | 916.324.2568
 


From: Petersen, Brian@EPA 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 5:01 PM
To: 'CHENG, CHRISTINA'
Subject: RE: Del Amo/Montrose Site
 
Sounds great.
 
Have a good weekend,
 
Brian Petersen | 916.324.2568
 


From: CHENG, CHRISTINA [mailto:Cheng.Christina@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 5:00 PM
To: Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: RE: Del Amo/Montrose Site
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Thanks, Brian!  Meeting at our office works for us too.  Just give me names of who are coming
 so I can notify the security guards at the lobby.
 
FYI, I’m off tomorrow so will response to your email on Monday.
 
Have a good evening!
 
Christina
 


From: Petersen, Brian@EPA [mailto:Brian.Petersen@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 4:52 PM
To: CHENG, CHRISTINA
Subject: RE: Del Amo/Montrose Site
 
Hi!
 
I know that Gina would like this meeting to be face-to-face in San Francisco; however, a conference
 call is still an option.  And, I am guessing the meeting will probably only be about an hour.  I’ll have
 to get back to you when I find out from my folks if the alternative times you proposed will work.
 
I’ll be in touch with you again soon,
 
Brian Petersen | 916.324.2568
 


From: CHENG, CHRISTINA [mailto:Cheng.Christina@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 4:10 PM
To: Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: RE: Del Amo/Montrose Site
 
 
Hi Brian,
 
Sorry, I was waiting to check with our staff’s availability.  We can’t do Nov 25 and Dec 9 at
 8am.  How about Dec 9 at 9am and Dec 12 any time from 9am to 4pm?
 
If these dates/times not work, we may have to look into the week of Dec 15.  Is this meeting
 face to face (at our SF office) or conference call?  Do you know how long this meeting?
 
Thank you!
 
Christina Cheng
Superfund Division
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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Pacific Southwest - Region 9
(415) 972-3017
 


From: Petersen, Brian@EPA [mailto:Brian.Petersen@calepa.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 2:00 PM
To: CHENG, CHRISTINA
Subject: RE: Del Amo/Montrose Site
 
Good afternoon Christina,
 
I have identified two dates and times before December 10 that could possibly work (1) Tues, Nov 25
 either 9am, or 3pm, and (2) Tues, Dec 9 at 8am.
 
Unfortunately, the week of Dec 1, Gina will be out of the office.
 
Do you have a preference as to either day?
 


 
Thank you,
 
Brian Petersen, Executive Assistant
for Gina M. Solomon, M.D., M.P.H.
Deputy Secretary Science and Health
 
Office of the Secretary
California Environmental Protection Agency
1001 I Street, Sacramento, California 95814
 
Ph:  (916) 324-2568 | Brian.Petersen@calepa.ca.gov
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Manzanilla, Enrique [mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 11:54 AM
To: Solomon, Gina@EPA
Cc: Petersen, Brian@EPA; Lyons, John; CHENG, CHRISTINA
Subject: RE: Del Amo/Montrose Site
 
Hi Gina:
 
Happy to brief you and your colleagues.  I just got briefed yesterday and I believe John has touched
 base with the Regional Board on this issue. 
 
We are preparing our response to Cynthia B. about her concerns and request for a delay in system
 start up.   We will loop you in on that response.
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As far as the 10th, that's a bad for us.  We're in a management retreat the whole day and then John
 and I are taking off to Sunnyvale for a community meeting on our vapor intrusion work that we're
 doing at the sites we took back from the Board last summer.  I will ask my assistant, Christina Cheng,
 to work with Brian on scheduling.  We should probably try to do it before the 10th.
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Solomon, Gina@EPA [mailto:Gina.Solomon@calepa.ca.gov]
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:06 AM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Petersen, Brian@EPA
Subject: Del Amo/Montrose Site
 
Hi Enrique,
I'm hoping to schedule a meeting with you and whoever in your team is working on the groundwater
 clean-up at this site. We are interested in learning a bit more due to some community concerns that
 have come to our attention related to a specific chemical at the site, pCBSA. Would someone from
 your staff be able to brief us on this issue?
Participants from our end would include Fran and Tam from the SWRCB, myself, and Sam Unger. We
 might also invite someone from our drinking water program and from DTSC.
Tam and I will be in the Bay Area on December 10th. Is there any chance that we could schedule the
 meeting for that day?
I'm including my assistant, Brian Petersen, on this email, and he can help with the scheduling.
Thanks!
-Gina
 
 
Gina M. Solomon, M.D., M.P.H.
Deputy Secretary for Science and Health
Office of the Secretary
California Environmental Protection Agency
1001 I Street, Box 2815
Sacramento, CA 95812
Phone: 916-324-8735
Fax: 916-319-7708
gina.solomon@calepa.ca.gov
 
Brian Petersen, Executive Assistant
Phone: (916) 324-2568
Brian.Petersen@calepa.ca.gov
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From: Manzanilla, Enrique
To: Cope, Grant@EPA
Cc: Lyons, John; Solomon, Gina@EPA
Subject: FW: Draft Agenda for Tues Cal EPA/SWRCB Mtg
Date: Friday, December 05, 2014 3:55:32 PM
Attachments: Dec 9 Montrose pcbsa meeting proposed agenda.docx


Hey Grant:
 
Let me and John if you and/or Gina have any suggestions for the attached draft agenda for our
 call/meeting next week regarding Montrose.
 
Have a good weekend.
 
Enrique
 


From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 3:53 PM
To: 'Solomon, Gina@EPA'
Cc: JOHN LYONS (Lyons.John@epa.gov)
Subject: FW: Draft Agenda for Tues Cal EPA/SWRCB Mtg
 
Hey there
 
Let me know if this captures the flow of the meeting.  Suggestions are welcome.  We should try to
 keep enough time for discussion.
 


From: Lyons, John 
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 3:50 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Barton, Dana
Subject: Draft Agenda for Tues Cal EPA/SWRCB Mtg
 
Per our discussion, here is the proposed agenda.
Have a good weekend,
John
 
 
John Lyons
Acting Assistant Director
Site Cleanup Branch
Superfund Division, Region 9
(415) 972-3889
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US EPA, SWRCB, California EPA 


[bookmark: _GoBack]       Meeting / Teleconference on 


       Montrose/Del Amo Groundwater – pCBSA


                         December 9, 2014





Proposed Agenda





I.  Site Overview/Nature and Extent of Groundwater Contamination





II.  pCBSA Toxicology and Derivation of the 25,000 ppb Reinjection Limit








III. Implementation of the 1999 Groundwater Record of Decision








IV. Paths Forward








V. Discussion







From: Manzanilla, Enrique
To: Lyons, John; Stralka, Daniel
Cc: Zito, Kelly; Guria, Peter; Wetmore, Cynthia; Chavira, Raymond; Barton, Dana; Yogi, David; Jolish, Taly; Minor,


 Dustin; Moore, Letitia
Subject: FW: Drinking water standards, oil spill protocols
Date: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 1:12:46 PM


PCBSa
 


From: Cal EPA / OEHHA [mailto:lmonserr@oehha.ca.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 1:07 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Drinking water standards, oil spill protocols
 


News from OEHHA


Drinking Water - Public health protective concentration for para-chlorobenzene sulfonic
 acid (pCBSA) in drinking water.


The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is identifying a public
 health protective concentration of 3 parts per million (ppm) for the chemical para-
chlorobenzene sulfonic acid (pCBSA) in drinking water. pCBSA is a by-product of the
 production of dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane (DDT) and is often found in soil at former
 DDT manufacturing sites. pCBSA is highly water soluble and has contaminated aquifers
 beneath these sites.


 
Fact Sheet - Oil Spills and Seafood  the process by which OEHHA responds to spills
 and evaluates the risk of eating seafood after a spill
 
Oil Spills and Seafood - OEHHA's Protocol For Seafood Risk Assessment To Support
 Fisheries Re-Opening Decisions For Aquatic Oil Spills In California (pdf)
 
 


 


 
Quick Links...


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


The OEHHA Website


More About OEHHA


Contact Information


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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From: Jolish, Taly
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Lyons, John; Minor, Dustin; Moore, Letitia
Subject: FW: Emailing: ENV_ENFORCEMENT-#2504924-v1-Montrose_Status_Report_2_20_15_clean.docx
Date: Friday, February 20, 2015 2:56:06 PM
Attachments: Montrose_Status_Report 2015 02 20 final.docx


Here is the final Plaintiffs' status report.  The Cal AG will send it to the Special Master later this afternoon. 


-----Original Message-----
From: Jolish, Taly
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 2:37 PM
To: 'Megan Hey'
Subject: RE: Emailing: ENV_ENFORCEMENT-#2504924-v1-Montrose_Status_Report_2_20_15_clean.docx


Here 'tis


-----Original Message-----
From: Megan Hey [mailto:Megan.Hey@doj.ca.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 2:29 PM
To: Jolish, Taly
Subject: Emailing: ENV_ENFORCEMENT-#2504924-v1-Montrose_Status_Report_2_20_15_clean.docx


Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:


ENV_ENFORCEMENT-#2504924-v1-Montrose_Status_Report_2_20_15_clean.docx


Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types of file
 attachments.  Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its contents may contain confidential and/or legally
 privileged information. It is solely for the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized interception, review, use or
 disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If
 you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication.
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Gabriel M. Allen (Georgia Bar No. 740737)


Environment & Natural Resources Division


United States Department of Justice


P.O. Box 7611


Washington, D.C. 20044-7611


Telephone: (202)514-1032


Attorneys for Plaintiff 


United States of America





Kamala D. Harris


Attorney General of California


Sally Magnani


Senior Assistant Attorney General


Sarah E. Morrison


Supervising Deputy Attorney General 


Megan K. Hey (State Bar No. 232345)


300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702


Los Angeles, CA  90013


Telephone:  (213) 897-2638


Attorneys for Plaintiff


State of California, on behalf of California Department of Toxic Substances Control
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INTRODUCTION


Pursuant to the commitment made by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”), and the State of California, on behalf of the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (“DTSC”) (EPA and DTSC are collectively referred to as “Plaintiffs”), and Montrose Chemical Corporation of California (“Montrose”) (the Plaintiffs and Montrose collectively referred to as the “Parties”), the Plaintiffs submit this status report to the Special Master to inform him on the status of the Parties’ negotiations since the January 22, 2015 status conference.  The Plaintiffs understand that Montrose intends to submit a separate status report.


As reported to the Special Master on February 11, 2015, the Plaintiffs proposed, at the January 22, 2015 conference, an initial path forward that would allow Plaintiffs to gain more information about the Torrance groundwater treatment system’s ability to further treat pCBSA.


Further, the Parties agreed to the following:


1. The Parties will work together to reconfigure the functional test to include additional parameters, potentially including, but not limited to, varying the influent flow rate, the air flow rate into the stripper, and the ozone production rate.  The final details and relevant parameters will be discussed and drafted by the technical representatives of the Parties and mutually agreed to by the Parties, and then set forth in a revised work plan.


1. Montrose will conduct the functional test in accordance with the mutually agreeable revised work plan.


1. The Parties will receive and review results of the functional test.


1. Montrose reserves and does not waive its right to assert that the groundwater treatment system conforms with all requirements of the ROD and the Construction Partial Consent Decree entered by the Court in August 2012, and that no modification to the functional test or the groundwater treatment system is necessary.  This agreement is without prejudice to Montrose’s right to pursue any and all available relief in this regard, including but not limited to a judicial determination that the groundwater treatment system complies with the ROD and the Construction Partial Consent Decree.  


DEVELOPMENTS SINCE STATUS CONFERENCE


The Plaintiffs can report the following progress since the January 22 status conference.


Functional Testing


The Parties have agreed to divide the functional testing of the groundwater treatment system into three phases.  Phase I will be a 30-60 minute test, designed to establish that a pCBSA treatment component, specifically the ozone generation cells, is ready for operation.  Phase II, which includes most of the elements of what the Parties had previously referred as the “five-day test,” will involve incremental and more comprehensive operation of the system components and will require approximately five days of operation.  Phase III testing will incorporate the additional parameters agreed to at the January 22 status conference – “including, but not limited to, varying the influent flow rate, the air flow rate into the stripper, and the ozone production rate” – all of which are intended to provide more information about the capacity of the system to treat pCBSA, as discussed at the January 22 status conference.  


Phase I


On February 6, 2015, Montrose submitted a draft work plan for the Phase I test.  The Parties discussed the elements of the Phase I test during regular phone calls.  The Phase I test will include extraction of groundwater that will then need to be stored temporarily for sampling before it can be reinjected.  In order to make space in a storage tank for the Phase I extracted groundwater, Montrose will need to inject the groundwater currently in the tank, which was extracted and treated as part of testing conducted in December.  Montrose reported that, using a sampling technique with a detection level of 5 parts per billion (ppb) for pCBSA, the “December water” has no detectable level of pCBSA.  DTSC requested further sampling to confirm the non-detect finding.  Montrose conducted the further sampling on Friday, February 13, and confirmed that the December water has no detectable levels of pCBSA.  EPA is allowing the December water to be reinjected, as that water meets the 25,000 ppb reinjection standard for pCBSA set forth in the ROD.  DTSC is concurring with the reinjection of the December water because the pCBSA in it is below 5 ppb (non-detect).


Once the December water has been reinjected, Montrose will proceed with the Phase I test, pursuant to EPA’s approval of the Phase I work plan on Wednesday, February 18.  The approved Phase I work plan provides that no water will be reinjected until EPA has approved it.  DTSC has stated that it will concur with reinjection if the concentration of pCBSA does not exceed 5 ppb.  DTSC has also stated that, if the pCBSA level exceeds 5 ppb, DTSC will not be in a position to provide any concurrence until the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment has completed its ongoing review of current exposure levels.  EPA’s position for the remainder of the functional tests is that the ROD reinjection standard for pCBSA will be and should be the standard applied for functional test reinjections.  EPA plans to work with DTSC and Montrose to resolve this issue as the Parties discuss the Phase II and Phase III work plans.  


Montrose requested a meet and confer on February 19, and all Parties participated.  Montrose’s intent, in part, appeared to be a desire to clarify the significance of EPA approving reinjection of the Phase I water, in the event that DTSC does not concur.  As explained during the meet and the confer, the Plaintiffs agree that pursuant to the Construction CD, EPA has authority to approve the Phase 1 work plan after conferring with DTSC, which it has done.  


Phase II


Montrose submitted a work plan to EPA and DTSC on Wednesday, February 11.  EPA has conducted an initial review of that work plan and determined that it needs substantial revision to include more coordination with EPA.  EPA expects that discussions of the Phase II work plan will continue through the week of February 23.  


	On a telephone call held Thursday, February 12, EPA staff explained to Montrose that the Phase II work plan would not be approved independent of a Phase III work plan.  EPA wants to consider and approve those work plans concurrently and have the testing run consecutively without pause.  EPA’s goal is to have reviewed and approved the Phase II and III work plans no later than the middle of March.


Phase III


Montrose has not yet submitted a work plan for Phase III, and has not committed to a timeline for doing so.  During the meet and confer, the timeline for the Phase III work plan was discussed.  Plaintiffs believe that Phase III is required by the Construction CD, as the Construction CD requires construction of the remedy components in accordance with the Record of Decision (“ROD”).  The ROD requires compliance with Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements (“ARARs”), including California’s Anti-Degradation Policy.  As discussed extensively with Montrose and the Special Master – before, during, and after the January 22 status conference – the Plaintiffs believe the system as built may not fully comply with the Anti-Degradation Policy and thus not comply with ARARs. Therefore, Phase III is critical because it will provide information that is necessary for completion of an Anti-Degradation Policy Analysis, which EPA has committed to perform in consultation with the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board.  The Plaintiffs continue to believe that Phase III, discussed and agreed to in principle at the January 22 status conference, is necessary.  


Montrose’s Exercise of Dispute Resolution


On February 11, 2015, Montrose served a Notice of Dispute on the United States and DTSC, challenging EPA’s withdrawal of approval of the Remedial Wellfield and Treatment System Performance Evaluation Test Plan, which was submitted pursuant to the Partial Consent Decree for the Construction of the Dual Site Groundwater Operable Unit Treatment System.  The Notice of Dispute is attached as “Attachment A.”


Drinking Water Well Testing


On January 21, 2015, EPA sampled water from the two drinking water wells operating in closest proximity to the former Montrose manufacturing facility.  The State Water Resources Control Board (“State Board”) then sampled six operating drinking wells within three miles of the facility on January 28, 2015. The State Board collected split samples from those six wells for EPA.  EPA’s samples were analyzed for pCBSA using a sampling method that has a reporting limit of 5 ppb.  All samples were non-detect.


Expanding Confidentiality Order


	EPA has engaged in extensive discussions with the State (including senior State environmental leadership) regarding the planned functional testing of the treatment plant generally, and the treatment/reinjection of pCBSA specifically.  EPA, Montrose, and DTSC have also had numerous discussions regarding the functional testing.  Discussions with Montrose have been conducted as confidential settlement communications covered by the Special Master’s order, and EPA and DTSC have respected the confidentiality order during its discussions with other State agencies.  


However, other State agencies – including the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, the State Board, California Environmental Protection Agency, and Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment – are involved in broader discussions regarding pCBSA’s presence in groundwater, State policies regarding pCBSA, and the general plans for functional testing at the Site, including the Anti-Degradation Analysis.  The Plaintiffs are seeking clarity about which State entities are included in the 2000 confidentiality order, and to the extent certain State agencies listed above are not included in the confidentiality order, the Plaintiffs believe that not being able to share information regarding ongoing technical/legal discussions covered by the confidentiality order with those other State agencies is impeding EPA’s ability to expedite progress on this front and preventing those State agencies from understanding all of the issues involving pCBSA at the Torrance groundwater Dual Site.  On February 9, EPA and DTSC proposed to Montrose that the Special Master’s order be modified to include these other State agencies, but Montrose has not yet responded.  Plaintiffs raised the issue again with Montrose during the meet and confer on February 19, and counsel for Montrose committed to discussing the request with his client.  Without a response from Montrose in the near future, the Plaintiffs may move independently in the next few weeks to request that the Special Master modify the confidentiality order so that discussions with the State agencies may proceed.


///





///





///





///
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CONCLUSION


The Plaintiffs are committed to continue working under the agreement that we agreed to during the status conference with the Special Master on January 22, 2015, and will provide another status report in approximately four weeks.


			


			Respectfully submitted,





Dated:  February 20, 2015	U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL


				PROTECTION AGENCY











				_/ s /__ Gabriel M. Allen			


				Gabriel M. Allen


				Environmental Enforcement Section


				Environment & Natural Resources Division


				United States Department of Justice


				Attorneys for the United States





Dated:  February 20, 2015	CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL











_/ s /__ Megan K. Hey	


Megan K. Hey


Deputy Attorney General


California Attorney General’s Office


Attorneys for the State of California on behalf of the California Department of Toxic Substances Control
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From: Manzanilla, Enrique
To: Minor, Dustin
Subject: FW: Proposed Disposal of Effluent
Date: Monday, February 09, 2015 2:38:26 PM


 
 


From: Lyons, John 
Sent: Monday, February 09, 2015 12:51 PM
To: Barton, Dana; Jolish, Taly; Wetmore, Cynthia; Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: FW: Proposed Disposal of Effluent
 
 
 
From: Scandura, John@DTSC [mailto:John.Scandura@dtsc.ca.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 09, 2015 12:43 PM
To: Lyons, John
Cc: Lee, Barbara@DTSC; Black, Stewart@DTSC; Hanson, Marilee@DTSC
Subject: Proposed Disposal of Effluent
 
John,
 
We learned in a conference call on Friday afternoon, February 6, 2015 that U.S. EPA is seeking our
 concurrence by noon today to dispose 40,000 gallons of treated effluent.  This effluent was
 generated during test a test of the Montrose Groundwater Treatment System during the week of
 December 1, 2014 and is currently in a storage tank on the Montrose site.  The effluent is proposed
 to be disposed via injection into wells that are a component of the treatment system.  
 
DTSC is concerned about the potential injection of parachlorobenzene sulfonic acid (pCBSA) into the
 aquifer at levels that may not be health protective.  Although U.S. EPA has informed DTSC that the
 level of pCBSA in the 40,000 gallons of effluent  collected in December is “non-detect,” the
 detection limit for pCBSA is 5,000 parts per billion. Therefore, DTSC senior management would  like
 more time to evaluate your proposal for concurrence with disposal.  DTSC is also consulting with the
 Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board. Therefore DTSC cannot grant concurrence by the
 requested deadline of noon today.   
 
DTSC asks that this matter be discussed in the conference call that is scheduled between our two
 agencies at 11:00 a.m. tomorrow (February 10, 2015).  If you have any questions, please do not
 hesitate to call me at (714)484-5440 or my cell phone at (714)920-6268.  Thanks.
 
John
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